A study of herbs from peat swamp forests was done by in-depth interview with 14 folk healers in three amphurs, Su-Ngai-Ko-Lok, Su-Ngai-Pa-Dee and TakBai in Narathivas province, that still have perfect peat swamp forests. The study revealed that, 46 species of 34 plant families were used to cure 34 diseases. The most generally used family was Myrtaceae, and the second was Euphorbiaceae.
INTRODUCTION
Peat swamp forest is a special forest with biodiversity of plants, animals and microorganisms. Reportedly, peat swamp forests in Narathivas province consisted of 109 families of 437 species of plants and 15 families of 33 species of fern (Phikul Thong Study Center, 1991) , and 325 species of animals (Phikul Thong Study Center, 1996) . Recently, peat swamp areas have decreased largely due to human occupation. Peat swamp forest deforestation occurred for construction, fuel, food, medical care etc. The complete peat swamp forests were located at amphur Su-Ngai-Ko-Lok, Su-Ngai-Pa-Dee and TakBai in Narathivas province. In Narathivas province use of herbs for folk medicine is common. There were many folk healers in amphur Su-Ngai-Ko-Lok, Su-Ngai-Pa-Dee and Tak-Bai. Most of the folk healers are aging and the younger generations do not pay attention to folk healing. The aims of this research were to identify the plant species and their use in medical care by in-depth interview of folk healers in Su-Ngai-Ko-Lok, SuNgai-Pa-Dee and Tak-Bai in Narathivas province.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Survey was conducted of the folk healers of three amphurs in Narathivas province: Su-Ngai-Ko-Lok, Su-Ngai-Pa-Dee and Tak-Bai. Information regarding the kind of plants or herbs they used, how to use and for what purpose, was collected from 14 folk healers. Specimens were collected for identification and for herbarium preservation.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
We found that people who stayed around peat swamp areas in Narathivas province still used plants from the forest for medical care, as antipyretic, tonic, aphrodisiac, for diarrhea, skin lesions, for long life etc. They were also used for symptoms that may be mild cancer, diabetes and high blood pressure. The herbs were used alone or with other herbs. There were 2 ways of using medicinal plants: internal use (herbs were boiled with water, soaked in liquor, rubbed with the bottom of "Pazu" a kind of pottery and adding a little water, and soaked in water); and external use (herbs were crushed and smeared on the infected area, sometimes mixed with liquor). From in-depth interview of 14 folk healers in Narathivas province we list 46 species of plants from 34 families from peat swamp forest used for medical care to treat 34 diseases (Tables 1 and 2 ). 
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